40                        ROSES   AND   SPURS

the Hamiltons were to pay to the Lord and Lady of
Clandeboye an annual tribute in the shape of a golden
rose and a golden spur each alternate year. Even
when, in 1862, Lord Dufferin married the eldest
daughter of the Hamiltons of Killyleagh this \X;ardour
Street gesture of vassalage was maintained. Upon their
joint dinner tables thereafter the spurs and roses
entwined their metal spikes. Much spirited conver-
sation was thereby provoked among the guests.

(4)

Lord Dufferin, as has been implied, possessed a
romantic nature. To me, the feuds of the Hamiltons
and the Blackwoods are as unreal as those of Montagu
and Capulet, My Hamilton forebears of the seven-
teenth century are no more to me than dim Ulster
< undertakers '; nor do the tales of their violence and
rapacity stir a single fibre of atavism in my soul. To
Lord Dufferin these unreliable legends were some-
thing more than mere Border Minstrelsy. To him
the fancy that in his own person and by his own
marriage he had healed these ancient rivalries afforded
the same satisfaction as he derived from the perusal
of Marmion. He saw nothing incongruous in the
fact that the roses and the spurs were manufactured
year by year by Messrs, Rlkington, even as he did
not regard it as unfitting that the twelfth-century keep
of Killyleagh should have been tricked out with
pointed pinnacles in the manner of Picrrefonds or
Coucy le Chateau. The infection of Sir Walter Scott
had entered deep into his soul and even at the age
of seventy he could admit this weakness in terms